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So... what actually happens at coffee hours?

(Coffee, page 3)

(Noise, page 2)

Can you imagine having the
noise of a rock concert reverberat-
ing through your house once every
60 seconds? Depending on how
close you live to a major airport, this
painful image might actually be a
frustrating reality. As airports have
become larger and louder, and as our
living space has become more and
more crowded, keeping flight
availability and affordability com-
patible with living conditions around
airports like Detroit Metro has
become a significant challenge.
However, there are programs out
there that can help.

The Airport Improvement
Program (AIP) was instituted as
part of the Airport and Airway
Improvement Act of 1982. In
addition to providing funds for noise
abatement, AIP also includes
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Dear Friends,

Although the presence of a major airport in the 13th
District provides a great opportunity for air travel and
economic growth, it can also have an unfortunate impact on
the quality of life for people who live nearby. Airport noise is
a serious concern, but efforts are being made to improve the
problem.

If you are concerned about this issue, or about any
other federal matter, please stop by one of the events I am
hosting in your area. Attendance has continued to increase,
and I hope to see and hear from you soon.

Sincerely,

email
Lynn.Rivers@mail.house.gov

Inside: Willow Run history...Airport Noise Resources...June and July Calenar of Events...

Capitol Corner

Reducing Airport Noise

As I travel about the district, I constantly hear the comment “It’s really great that you make yourself so
available to your constituents. I’m going to have to come to coffee hours sometime.”  Although it is rarely voiced,
I can tell that many of these constituents, while interested, are a little nervous about actually coming to coffee
hours. Let me take this opportunity to describe what coffee hours are like and to urge you to join me for a cup of
coffee and friendly conversation.

Coffee hours are scheduled regularly throughout the district in coffee shops and restaurants. Attendance
varies widely - I have had as few as 2 people and as many as 50 show up!  We try to
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programs to improve runways, taxiways, and aprons, as well as provisions for the purchase of land and safety,
emergency, or snow removal equipment.

Ticket, fuel, and arrival/departure taxes are the
primary sources for AIP funds. The funds are
distributed to the airports through pre-determined
formulas and on a discretionary basis. The
maximum amount that an airport can receive per
year is $5 million. Detroit Metro currently receives
this maximum amount.

Funding for noise reduction programs also comes
from passenger facility charges (PFCs). These charges - now capped
at $3 - are locally imposed and federally approved.Currently a proposal is
being considered to raise the PFC cap to $6, with the provision that the
airport must formulate a Noise Compatibility Plan indicating how the money
will be spent.

Some approaches already in use at Metro Airport include school sound
insulation, residential sound insulation, purchase assurance, and residential
acquisition. Providing insulation for homes and schools located near the airport
is one way for those institutions to coexist. Purchase assurance ensures that
residents will receive the full assessed value of their property when it is sold, and
residential acquisition allows the airport to increase its surrounding buffer of land by purchasing neighboring
properties.

Although these programs are administered locally (through the county government), there are federal efforts
to address the issue as well. Aircraft engines are divided into three “stages” with respect to the noise that they
produce. Over the last decade, the quietest engine classification - Stage 3 - has been gradually phased in as the
overall requirement in this country. Existing Stage 1 or Stage 2 engines must either be replaced with a Stage 3
engine, or modified with the addition of a noise reduction device called a “hushkit” by the end of this year. So far,
the process has been completed for approximately 90% of the affected aircraft.

Although the implementation of Stage 3 standards is a step in the right direction, more funding and research
is needed to remedy the existing problems and to eliminate any future problems before they start. I am happy to
report that an amendment co-sponsored by myself and two other Members to provide $11 million for aircraft
noise reduction technology was successfully added to this year’s NASA appropriations bill. Part of the goal for
this funding is the development of more advanced, higher “stage” aircraft engines that will be even quieter and
more efficient than those currently in use.  Technological advancements like these could greatly reduce the
tension between growth in traffic in the air and concerns about quality of life on the ground.

Until these solutions have been discovered and developed, noise reduction will continue to be a large concern
for many communities, including those in the 13th District. To keep a careful eye on  this issue, I started the
Airport Noise Caucus with three other colleagues to increase the amount of federal support for people seeking
relief from airport noise. As we devote more research and funding to this problem, we can reach a more comfortable
arrangement that best serves all of those involved.

(Noise, from cover)
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(Coffee, from cover)

City, Zip

Lynn Rivers’ Capitol Corner

If you would like to receive this monthly newsletter in the mail,
please return the form below to:

Congresswoman Lynn Rivers
301 W. Michigan Ave., Suite 400

Ypsilanti, MI  48197

(Mr./Mrs./Ms.)
Name

Address

Although now known primarily
for its auto plant and for its air-
port, Willow Run once combined
these two functions to produce
B-24 Liberator bombers for the
U.S. effort in WWII.

The Willow Run plant was com-
pleted in September of 1941, and
its 3.5 million square feet made
it the largest factory in the world.
Charles Lindbergh called it the
“Grand Canyon” of the mecha-
nized world.

While other plants were produc-
ing one bomber each day, Wil-
low Run was turning out one
bomber per hour by the end of
1944.

In total, 8,685 planes were pro-
duced by the 42,331 workers at
this key component of America’s
Arsenal of Democracy.

...Willow Run once
produced “a bomber an
hour?”

Did You Know ...
arrange seating so that attendees can see,  and talk to, one another. Generally
we have a large table or a separate area within the restaurant. Coffee is
served and people come and go throughout the time scheduled (although
many stay the whole hour and a half). The discussion is informal and
everyone is free to comment. In fact, the model for my coffee hours is the
old-fashioned coffee-klatch  - an institution in the small town where I grew
up. Essentially, I am trying to provide my constituents with not just an
opportunity to talk with me about the issues of the day, but also the chance
to engage in a larger political dialogue with other members of the community.
There are usually many different points of view represented, and the
conversation is always lively. However, participants are invariably polite
and respectful, and I have never seen anyone mistreated.

The discussion is driven by the interests of those who attend. Generally,
but not always, topics are those that Congress is currently addressing or
issues that are in the news. Recent issues have included Kosovo, the federal
role in public education, the budget surplus, privacy of medical records,
Social Security, tax cuts, the success of welfare reform, and Chinese
espionage at the national labs. Conversation often turns to larger, more
philosophical questions, such as the Constitution, our form of government,
and our role in the world.... All topics are welcome and all views are
entertained. Invariably, those who attend enjoy the experience and many
become “regulars.”

Coffee hours are a real
opportunity for you - and for me.
Every week I cast votes on behalf
of 585,000 people. With such a huge
responsibility, I would prefer to hear
from my constituents before those
votes are called. Coffee hours are
a useful - and friendly - way to find
out what the people I represent are
thinking.

Now that I have taken the
mystery out what actually happens,
I hope you will stop thinking about
coming to coffee “sometime” and
make a commitment to attend the
next one in your neighborhood.  The
coffee will be hot, the atmosphere
will be warm, and the conversation
will be interesting.  See you there!
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U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Washington, DC  20515-2213

Official Business

13th Congressional District Constituent

M.C.
Bulk Rate

THIS MAILING WAS PREPARED, PUBLISHED, AND
MAILED AT TAXPAYER EXPENSE

C  offee Hours: offee Hours: offee Hours: offee Hours: offee Hours:

Monday, June 7, 1999
8:30 am - 10:00 am
Gypsy Cafe
214 N. Fourth Ave.
Ann Arbor

Monday, June 28, 1999
8:30 am - 10:00 am
Mr. Mugs Coffee and Cue
217 W. Michigan Ave.
Ypsilanti

Saturday, June 26, 1999
10:00 am - 11:30 am
Wayne Restaurant and
Coney Island
3709 Metro Place Mall, Wayne

F orumorumorumorumorum

Social Security: What’s the plan?

Monday, June 21, 1999
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Wayne County RESA
Annex Building
33500 Van Born Rd., Wayne

AccessAccessAccessAccessAccess
EventsEventsEventsEventsEventsA
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Wednesday, June 9, 1999
1:30pm - 3:30pm
American House
39201 Joy Rd., Westland

Medicare: An Overview, Medicare and Choice,
Fraud and Abuse, and Q & A

June:June:June:June:June:

June:June:June:June:June:

June:June:June:June:June:

Ju ly :Ju ly :Ju ly :Ju ly :Ju ly :

Tuesday, July 6, 1999
2:30 pm - 4:00 pm
Pickle Barrel Inn
10256 Willis Rd., Willis

Wednesday, July 7, 1999
4:30 pm - 6:00 pm
Waltz Inn
28104 Mineral Springs Rd.
New Boston

Friday, July 9, 1999
8:30 am - 10:00 am
Extreme Bean
7660 N. Canton Center Rd.
Canton

own Hallsown Hallsown Hallsown Hallsown HallsT
Tuesday, June 1, 1999
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Romulus High School Aud.
9650 S. Wayne Rd.,
Romulus

June:June:June:June:June:

Thursday, July 8, 1999
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Maplewood Community Center
31735 Maplewood, Garden City

Ju ly :Ju ly :Ju ly :Ju ly :Ju ly :

Friday, July 23, 1999
8:30 am - 10:00 am
Silverman’s Restaurant
36480 Plymouth Rd., Livonia

*Events are open to everyone and all
  viewpoints are welcome.

*This schedule is subject to change
  due to unforeseen circumstances.
  If you would like to confirm an
  event, please call my district
  office in Ypsilanti: (734) 485-3741.

Lynn is hosting the following events:
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